
Conservation Easements Foil Developers

$4.50



CITIZENS FOR FAUQUIER.ORG

Contents
CFFC: Protecting  
Fauquier’s Future for 50 Years   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1

This Land Was  
Made For You and Me  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2

Power Struggles   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

That Damn Dam   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6

Oh Mickey, What a Pity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8

Shoring Up Our Base   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10

High Horsepower   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12

CFFC Tackles Transportation   .  .  .  .  .  .  . 14

The Fauquier Bugle  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16

From Outer Space to Open Space  .  .  . 18

CFFC Exposes  
Developers' Sweetheart Deal  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20

Jail House Crock  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 22

Hope Springs Eternal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 24

Founded in 1968, Citizens for Fauquier County is a non-partisan, non-profit 
organization representing hundreds of individuals and families active in 
local conservation efforts .

Our mission is to preserve the natural, historic and agricultural resources of 
Fauquier County, and to protect the County’s unique quality of life through 
education and leadership .

Telling the CFFC Story: 
the First 50 Years

To celebrate this landmark year in CFFC’s history and connect 
to the next generation of conservationists, we wanted to create 
a readable, relatable publication that reflected who we are and 

what we’ve accomplished. This magazine is a product of the CFFC 
50th Anniversary Committee, chaired by Yak Lubowsky.

Committee members Hope Porter, Doug Larson, Susan Russell, 
Sue Scheer, Amy Trotto, Kevin Ramundo, Chris Bonner (magazine 
editor), Les Cheek and former board member Kay Hayes drew upon 
the memories of members and reviewed scores of newspaper articles 
and the abundant CFFC archives. The process included difficult 
choices — What to include? What to leave out? How to explain in a 
few hundred words preservation battles that spanned decades? 

We turned to a professional writer, Ashley Stimpson of Baltimore, 
to sort through the details buried in attics and basements, lodged in 
our minds and logged in community ledgers. This CFFC magazine, 
coupled with a new website, citizensforfauquier.org, draws on history 
to foreshadow the challenges ahead. 

The details included in this document, and all the ones we didn’t 
have room for, have shaped the lives of our members and the 
landscape of Fauquier County. We are proud of the work we have 
done, but know it is far from finished. We invite you to join CFFC 
and be a part of Fauquier’s future. 

Cover: A conservation easement is a restriction on land 
uses that protects the conservation value of a specific 
property . Given voluntarily, in perpetuity, it is filed in 
the formal land records in favor of a legal steward, 
often a land trust, and provides assorted, potential tax 
benefits . To learn about another conservation tool, 
Purchase of Development Rights, see page 12 .

© 2018 Citizens for Fauquier County
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A world away f rom the snarled 
interstates of Washington’s ever-
expanding suburbs, Fauquier 

County looks much like it did when 
Sioux warriors, George Washington’s 
scouts, and Civil War soldiers looked out 
over its vistas. Visitors are forgiven for 

thinking that Fauquier County’s beauty 
is a stroke of good luck. The truth is that 
luck had little to do with it. 

Citizens for Fauquier County was 
founded in the late 1960s, in urgent 
response to the threat of a development 
that would have fundamentally altered 

forever the county’s landscape. After a 
lengthy battle,10,000 homes were not 
built but a coalition was. During the 
past five decades, CFFC has played an 
essential role in both the slow growth and 
preservation of Fauquier. We’ve made 
history, and we’ve saved history, too. 

Protecting Fauquier’s  
Future for 50 Years

If it seems unlikely that a small group of volunteers could have such profound impact, 
consider what the county might look like without CFFC: 
•   An 84-foot high dam would rise above Cedar Run — destroying wetlands, disrupting agriculture, and 

attracting developers 

•   The comprehensive plan would have made way for three times today’s population 

•   Farm land would remain vulnerable to development 

•   Traffic would soar, highways would be wider and billboards would proliferate 

•   Utility poles, power lines and cell towers would overpower the horizon 

•   At night, the light from fast food signs and strip malls would swallow up the stars 

Over the last 50 years, we have fought 
on behalf of the land, residents, farmers 
and future of Fauquier County. Our 
work has been guided by commitment 
to thoughtful, planned growth to protect 
the environment. We believe in the 

conservation of clean air, clean water, and 
our rich agricultural assets. We believe 
our unique history — villages, farms 
and landmarks — should be carefully 
preserved. And we believe in the power of 
responsive and transparent government. 

If you came to Fauquier County for 
the community and fell in love with 
the quiet, please join us in protecting 
Fauquier’s future.   

CFFC:



2
CITIZENS FOR FAUQUIER.ORG

Conservation and preservation are not about saying no to everything; they’re about saying yes to the right 
things. And to understand where and what to build, it’s essential that residents and officials consider the 
natural and historic value of the land in question. For 50 years, CFFC has been instrumental in conducting 

studies, hiring experts, creating reports, and educating the public about the remarkable assets of the ground 
beneath our feet.

Village and Settlement Survey

In 2002, when Fauquier County 
officials expressed interest in revising 
portions of the comprehensive plan as it 
applied to the county’s 42 villages and 
so-called settlements, CFFC jumped at 
the massive task. The effort to evaluate 
each area’s historical significance, soil 
and water limitations, transportation 

impacts, and development pressures 
took 5 months and hundreds of hours of 
research. CFFC members visited each 
site and spoke with residents there to 
make sure no detail was spared. 

It was a job that would have cost the 
county tens of thousands of dollars in 
consultants’ fees. CFFC did it for free. 

“We need to protect these places 
before it’s too late,” CFFC President 

Mimi Moore told the Fauquier Democrat 
at the culmination of the study. 

Moore and CFFC were indeed 
integral in protecting them: 21 of the 
42 villages are now on the State and 
National Registers of Historic Places, 
and more are under consideration. Better 
yet, officials and residents have tangible 
evidence of their import. 

THIS LAND WAS MADE 
FOR YOU AND ME



50 YEARS

Auburn Battlefields

During the 10-year battle over the 
Auburn Dam, one of CFFC’s main 
concerns about the project was that it 
would flood one of the county’s historic 
treasures — the Auburn Battlefields. 
Generals Lee and Meade clashed twice 
in this area near Catlett, also known as 
Coffee Hill. 

When the fight over the Auburn 
Dam was finally won, CFFC pursued 
National Battlefield status for the 
area by working with the American 
Battlefield Protection Program 
(ABPP). Through almost $50,000 in 
grants from the ABPP, CFFC hired 
a planner, historian, and archeologist 
to study the land and its historic 

structures, and to help apply for the 
national distinction. 

In 2013, the Department of the 
Interior listed the property on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
CFFC received a $55,000 grant the 
same year to study Civil War troop 
movement along the Rappahannock 
River. 

In the last ten years, CFFC has 
played mediator in disputes over 
land use, helping winery owners 
and landowners forge a compromise 
for large events held in the county. 
The study conducted at Vint Hill 
helped officials settle on the kinds of 
development that should be considered 
at the former intelligence station. 

CFFC tracks every proposed rezoning 
and special exception to land use rules 
in the monthly CFFC Land Use Report, 
must reading for supervisors, planning 
officials and conservationists throughout 
the county. The report is free and is 
available at citizensforfauquier.org.

For five decades, CFFC has worked 
on projects to protect resources as small 

as heron rookeries to the largest bodies 
of water in the county, collaborated to 
designate scenic routes and rural historic 
districts, and educated officials about the 
importance of green construction. From 
Somerville to Upperville, every acre of 
the county has a story, and CFFC is 
intent on telling each one.   

“We need to protect these places before it’s too late”
– Mimi Moore
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In its 50 year  history, CFFC has had to fight the power, 
and sometimes the power company. 

To the corporations who make money providing 
energy to the endless sprawl in and around Washington 
DC, Fauquier County is Shangri La, full of wide-open 
land to exploit and clean air to sully. In the early 90’s, not 
one but two 600-800 megawatt power plants were built 
in Southern Fauquier County, both constructed for “peak” 
needs. This meant that the plants were designed to handle 
growth that was still but a glint in developers’ eyes.  

The first plant, a Virginia Power turbine plant, was 
passed by the Board of Supervisors under duress. The 
Board was told that a hasty decision was necessary 
because Caroline County was also in competition for the 
plant, which promised a $2 million annual tax income. 
So without a public hearing, or a full understanding of 
the plant’s impact to the county’s air and water, the BOS 
approved the project. 

Less than two years later, Old Dominion Electric 
Cooperative expressed interest in building a larger plant 

CFFC Goes Head-to-Head With Energy Conglomerates 
P O W E R  ST R U G G L E S
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at the same complex. This time, CFFC 
was ready. Taking out large ads in the 
newspaper, the group appealed to the 
public’s outrage over the Virginia Power 
plant and the decline in air quality the 
county was already experiencing. 

Ultimately, the existing and proposed 
plants frustrated EPA Clean Air 
standards by holding emissions to 
249 tons, just under the 250 tons that 
would carry large fines and operations-
interrupting  penalties. The property 
in question sat adjacent to farmland, 
discouraging farmers from working to 
create continuous agricultural districts 
and preserving their way of life. 

Ultimately, and despite strong 
opposition to the plant, the BOS was 
hoodwinked once more. Old Dominion 
convinced the Board to approve 
the second plant’s construction by 
promising development rights for the 
surrounding land. 

With those disappointments in the 
rear view, 2014 found CFFC waging 
a PR war against massive power lines 
threatening to mar the Fauquier County 
horizon. Dominion Power’s high-voltage 

electrical line was slated to cut across the 
eastern portion of the county, imposing 
on the grounds of six schools and one 
retirement home on its way to fuel huge, 
windowless data centers in Northern 
Virginia. Wetlands, forests, historic 
districts, and Civil War battlefields would 
all be threatened by the towers, which 
would stand more than 150-feet high 
and claim a right-of-way 120-feet wide. 

CFFC’s Sue Scheer met and worked 
with dozens of groups from Fauquier 
and Prince William Counties to 
convince Dominion that the proposed 
path of the power lines was bad for 
people and bad for the environment. 
The conservation easements CFFC 
has for so long endorsed served as a 
powerful deterrent to the energy giant. 
Impressively, the group was able to 
convince Dominion to commit to an 
alternate route, one that would build 
upon lines already in place. 

But the State Corporation Commission 
(SCC) objected. Because the new route 
would be more expensive — and leave a 
gap in the state’s “transmission backbone” 
— the Commission, in an unprecedented 

move, ordered the discarded route be 
reconsidered. 

The reaction was one of the largest 
coalitions of citizens groups in Fauquier 
County’s history. Homeowners’ 
associations, school boards, preservation 
stalwarts, and environmental warriors 
came together to fight the power lines. 

Speaking in front of the SCC, Sue 
Scheer testified to the exceptional unity 
of the coalition: “I was probably the 
biggest skeptic that this could work. 
But in the end, I was greatly impressed 
because it was a sincere attempt to 
respect all the communities involved 
to find the right route with the least 
constraints. Dominion, NOVEC, Prince 
William County and Fauquier County 
representatives — I never would have 
believed we could all agree.”

Ultimately, the alliance of community 
voices could not be ignored. SCC ceded 
their preferred route, and the gargantuan 
transmission lines were scrapped, once 
and for all.  

Now that’s power to the people.   
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Everyone thought it was a bad idea. 
The EPA. The US Department 

of the Interior. The Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries. The Virginia Department 
of Environmental Quality. Ducks 
Unlimited. Your neighbor. Your friend 
with the canoe. Your sweet grandmother. 

The only people who fought for 
the oft-derided Auburn Dam were 
— you guessed it — developers and 
development-minded politicians. It 
made sense: a brand-new 183-acre 
reservoir would have been quite the 

boon for commercial and residential 
developers looking to fill Fauquier well 
past capacity. 

CFFC was on the front lines of the 
battle against Auburn Dam. 

“It was a ferocious fight from the 
beginning,” board member Sue Scheer 
recalls. Little did she know it was a fight 
that would consume ten years of her life. 

The idea for a dam on Cedar Run, 
four miles east of Warrenton, first 
materialized in the mid 1970’s, when 
the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, a unit of the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, proposed seven watershed 
projects designed, ostensibly, to improve 
flood mitigation around Virginia. 

Eventually, the other six were 
completed, and the only project left was 
the Auburn Dam. 

As the years went on, proponents 
of the dam engaged in a juggling 
act of motivations and justifications, 
in an attempt to confuse the public. 
Sometimes the dam was needed 
for drinking water, sometimes for 
recreational purposes. The height and 
material of the dam changed multiple 

The Endless Fight for Cedar Run
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times without so much as one public 
hearing, and the cost to taxpayers was as 
murky as a flooded farm field. 

After years of shifting arguments, 
the only things that seemed clear 
were the devastating impacts of the 
Auburn Dam, should it be built. Acres 
of wetlands would be destroyed, along 
with the fish, otters, and beavers that 
called them home. Historic villages 
and civil war battlefields would be 
submerged. Adjacent landowners would 
face unknown, soggy surprises. And, of 
course, developers would descend on 
Fauquier County with renewed fervor. 

By the early 90’s, however, the state 
provided Fauquier County with a permit 
and construction seemed imminent.

Along the way, Scheer and CFFC 
had to consistently switch their tactics 
to keep pace with the ever-evolving 
argument of dam proponents. A lawyer 
was brought on board. At one point, 
Scheer needed an administrative helper 
just to deal with the mountains of letters, 
legal briefs, and water sample reports. 

During this time, and partly as an 
anti-dam measure, CFFC began work 
on acquiring federal historic des-
ignation for the Auburn Crossroads 
— one of the oldest in the country 
— and the Civil War battlefield that 
would surely be flooded if the project 
went thorough. 

“We had convinced the Army Corp 
of Engineers that the dam was a bad 
idea,” Scheer said. “There was only one 
water district in the county that was still 
fighting for it.”

In 2002, the construction permit for 
the Auburn Dam officially expired.   

Sue Scheer
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One of CFFC’s most passionate 
endeavors took place not in 
Fauquier’s backyard, but in 

the neighbor’s. In 1994, Walt Disney 
proposed a massive development at 
Haymarket in Prince William County, 
called Disney’s America, designed 
to imitate and rival the success of 
Colonial Williamsburg. The governor 
and state legislature seemed all but 
ready to sign on the dotted line, giddy 
about the untold number of jobs 
and tax revenue the entertainment 
conglomerate promised. 

No matter that the amusement 
park and its auxiliary construction 
would endanger the water supply and 
contribute to increasing air pollution. No 
matter that the employees who came to 

work for Disney would arrive needing 
affordable housing, seats in classrooms, 
and passable roads. No matter that 
those jobs would be low-wage, seasonal 
positions, throwing unemployment and 
welfare programs into constant upheaval. 
No matter that the very history Disney 
claimed to want to celebrate would be 
paved over and degraded, simplified 
and dumbed down into 60-second 
animatronic scripts. 

It didn’t take a land-use expert to 
know that a 400-acre theme park with 
an additional 1.9 million square-feet of 
office and retail space — along with a 
golf course, campgrounds, and hotels 
— four miles down the road would 
significantly impact Fauquier County. 
CFFC joined the growing chorus of 

voices against the project and worked 
to galvanize its base to lend a hand in 
battle. Not only would the development 
threaten the county’s way of life, 
Fauquier wouldn’t see a dime of tax 
benefits despite bearing a heavy burden 
of visitors and new residents should the 
plan be realized. 

Using tactics honed over thirty years 
of activism, CFFC provided support 
to the Piedmont Environmental 
Council and various Prince William 
citizens groups. CFFC ran an ad once 
a week for ten weeks in the Fauquier 
Times-Democrat urging residents to get 
involved in the protest. Each week, the 
number of organizations who signed the 
ad grew. The ads were hand-delivered to 
every legislator in Richmond. 

Sometimes, acting locally means thinking regionally.

What a P ity
Oh Mickey,
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CFFC also dedicated the bulk of 
1994’s editions of the Monitor to give 
a voice to the regional dissent and 
rallied attendees to join the march on 
Washington against Disney. During the 
march, Hope Porter unrolled hundreds 
of feet of anti-Disney petitions. 

Still, efforts to defeat Disney based 
on its infrastructural and environmental 
impacts faltered, as a newly-elected 
governor handed Disney a blank check 
less than a year into debate.

So one of CFFC’s loudest and most 
eloquent voices, Julian Scheer, co-
founded Protect Historic America 
(PHA), launching a national public 
relations campaign to persuade 
Americans that the Disney dispute was 
much bigger than Northern Virginia. Its 
spokesmen included historians David 
McCullough and James McPherson. 
The campaign was successful in its effort 
to coalesce a country-wide reaction to 
Disney’s tacky, ill-advised venture in, as 
PHA called it, “Democracy’s cradle.” It 
managed to convince the Department 
of the Interior to conduct a lengthy 
environmental impact study that would 
delay construction for dozens of months. 

Members of Scheer’s expertly-
executed campaign were at the table 
when Disney decided to abandon its 
Haymarket project. On September 
29, 1995, Disney announced their 
withdrawal from Virginia. 

CFFC board member Georgia 
Herbert was there. She told the 
Washingtonian: “We all cried when we 
heard. It was such a great day.” It was a 
great day for Fauquier County, for the 
region, and for America. Not Disney’s 
America, but the real one.   
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Shoring up 

10

During the Second World War, the Army’s Signal Intelligence Service established a 700-acre base 
in the northeast corner of Fauquier County. The Vint Hill Farm Station was one of the most vital 
intelligence-gathering installations of the conflict, intercepting enemy messages so important they 
shaped the D-Day strategy at Normandy. 

Protecting the History and Future of Vint Hill Farm Station

Fifty years later, the Army was 
finished at Vint Hill. Fauquier 
County braced itself to lose tens 

of millions of dollars in tax and sales 
revenues, as well as approximately 3,600 
jobs. Foreboding headlines dominated 
area newspapers and officials warned 
of ballooning unemployment rolls. The 
panic encouraged the newly-formed 
Vint Hill Economic Development 
Authority (EDA) to be given permission 
to issue tax-free bonds in an effort to 
update infrastructure and replace lost 
jobs, despite lacking the collateral to 
back up those bonds. 

But as the panic subsided 
(unemployment actually fell significantly 
the year after Vint Hill closed), it 
became clear that taxpayers were going 
to be on the hook for redevelopment 
of the old base. Private industry would 
be slow to develop the un-sewered, 
asbestos-laden buildings, and the EDA 
wouldn’t be able to afford the interest 
on its bonds, transferring the burden to 
Fauquier County residents. If taxpayers 
were going to be held responsible for the 
costs, CFFC thought, then they should 
at least have a say in what happens at 
Vint Hill. 

In a letter to the Fauquier Times 
Democrat, Hope Porter likened CFFC 
to “the skunk at the garden party, 
asking the hard questions, requesting 
information, and seeking outside, 
unbiased advice from experts.”

In fact, CFFC did hire an expert, 
a Washington-based economist, to 
conduct a study about the best way 
forward for repurposing Vint Hill.  

Over the next decade, development 
at Vint Hill happened slowly; the EDA 
focused on but had little success in 
attracting warehouse and research and 
development facilities. The FAA located 
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“We were paying close attention.We didn’t want to see what 
happened at Brookside, happen at Vint Hill.”

– CFFC board member Amy Trotto

some of its operations at Vint Hill in 
1998, but otherwise, growth stalled. 

In the early part of this decade, it 
became clear that the EDA wanted to 
get the property off its hands. Residential 
developers began eying the site. 

“We were paying close attention,” says 
CFFC board member Amy Trotto. “We 
didn’t want to see what happened at 
Brookside happen at Vint Hill.” Brookside, 
Fauquier’s largest residential development, 
was supposed to have been constructed 
with an incorporated commercial 
component to serve the new households 
and ease the traffic that its residents would 
create. More than a thousand new houses 

were constructed, but the commercial 
development remains yet unbuilt. 

To encourage responsible 
redevelopment, CFFC worked to 
engage the public with the important 
history of Vint Hill. Collaborating with 
a contracted historian, CFFC developed 
a walking tour of the largely preserved 
base. Visitors were able to see what the 
base had looked like during the long 
and uncertain days of WWII. 

For three years, CFFC also hosted 
Vint Hill Farm Station Days, an event 
that commemorated the base and its 
units’ important contributions to the 
war effort. 

“We want to make sure it is 
remembered and celebrated,” says Trotto. 

Meanwhile, the new owners of 
Vint Hill were working to alter the 
comprehensive plan and rezone the area 
to add more than 400 homes. 

As of this writing, that proposal is 
dead. Today Vint Hill stands poised to 
be Fauquier County’s next development 
faceoff. CFFC is ready to fight to 
ensure that the property is developed 
responsibly and with respect for its 
unique history. The work done at Vint 
Hill helped defend our country from 
great peril; today, we’re working hard to 
defend Vint Hill.   
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V irginia is for horses. 
Maybe that’s not how you’ve heard it, but considering 

the equine industry’s economic impact in the Old 
Dominion, it might as well be rote. 

In the mid-90’s, however, the big business of horses in Virginia 
was misunderstood and underappreciated. Politicians and 
developers dismissed the horse industry as elitist, niche, and 
old-fashioned. But when a slew of horse studies began emerging 
— first in Maryland and then in Virginia — reporting the 
remarkable economic contributions of equine-related activities to 
a state’s revenue stream, the media began to take notice. 

In these surveys, CFFC saw an enormous opportunity to help 
the public understand how integral horse farms are to Fauquier 
County’s economy. Residents still thought of horses merely as 
instruments of highly-specialized interests like fox hunting and 
dressage; many had no idea the impact the animals — as well as 
their care, their boarding, and their appeal — had on the county’s 
economic well-being. 

In her 1994 letter to the approximately 2,000 horse owners in 
the county, Hope Porter praised the horse industry for being a 
“clean” one that “enhanced the region’s popularity and contributed 
to an attractive, unique place to live and visit.” She then implored 
local horse owners to provide the kind of detailed and personal 

Harnessing the 
Equine Economy

HORSEPOWER 
HIGH
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information that would make a difference 
in conservation outreach. 

The results of the survey were hard 
to ignore. The value of the horses alone 
in Fauquier County approached 30 
million dollars. The horse industry as 
a whole contributed 20 million dollars 
to the county’s economy, approximately 
the same amount as the highly-touted 
tourism sector. Some 300 people relied 
on the equine business for employment. 

Clearly, the equine industry was worth 
preserving. And if that was the case, 
the land vital to the industry was worth 
preserving, too. 

“The horse study was really 
instrumental in that it provided the 

momentum for the PDR program,” says 
Yak Lubowsky, current CFFC board 
member and former president. 

Fauquier County established the 
Purchase of Development Rights 
(PDR) Program in 2002, after much 
convincing by CFFC. The initiative 
is a voluntary program that pays 
landowners to protect farmland, natural 
resources, and the agrarian way of life. 
In this program, landowners sell the 
development potential of their property 
to the county, while maintaining the 
right to own and utilize the land. 
The purpose of the PDR program is 
preserve the large swaths of farmland 
necessary — including land to raise and 

board horses — to protect the county’s 
agricultural industry from invasive 
pockets of residential development. 

To date, the PDR program has 
protected more than 12,000 acres of land 
that will never be developed. Not now. 
Not ever.  

A program like this would have been a 
hard sell without the powerful statistics 
of CFFC’s horse survey. 

In 1997, North Wales — the property 
that spawned the first antecedent of 
CFFC — was sold to a horse enthusiast 
and owner. That the land would be used 
for raising horses and not for building 
houses was a reason to celebrate, and 
thanks to CFFC, everyone knew why.   

“The horse study was really instrumental in that it provided the 
momentum for the PDR program” 

– CFFC board member Yak Lubowsky
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Taking on Political and  
Literal Gridlock

Northern Virginia is known for its 
rolling hills, its rich history, and 
its ridiculous traffic. 

For decades, CFFC has been fighting 
to keep the gridlock and congestion 
out of Fauquier County. Our archives 
are brimming with commissioned 
transportation studies and detailed 
letters to state legislators about smart, 
responsible growth. 

One of the earliest and fiercest battles 
was over a stretch of road — less than 

a mile — of US 29 between Warrenton 
and State Road 605.

In 1995, VDOT proposed easing 
existing commuter traffic by widening 
that portion of US 29 from four lanes 
to six. The hasty and ill-advised plan 
called for demolishing landmark trees, 
constructing an eyesore sound barrier, 
and laying so much concrete as to not 
leave room for a trace of landscaping. 

Nearby residents were concerned about 
their safety and the appearance of their 

neighborhood. CFFC wasted no time in 
bombarding Richmond with objections. 

President Kay Hayes, in a letter, said 
“more pavement for more vehicles will 
not solve congestion.”

In the Fauquier Citizen, CFFC board 
member David Norden likened the 
widened highway to the New Jersey 
Turnpike barreling into town. 

Eventually, the war was waging on two 
fronts, as another VDOT project came 
down the pike for a proposed spur from 

CFFC
TACKLES

TRANSPORTATION
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US 17 to US 211, west of Warrenton, 
meant to ease traffic along Broadview 
Avenue. If approved, the spur would 
mean lost revenue for local businesses 
as well as harmful run-off into the 
Warrenton Reservoir. 

Board member Les Cheek urged 
CFFC to continue loudly voicing its 
opposition to these projects, blowing 
the whistle on the initiatives meant to 
enhance the lives of commuters and not 
community members. 

“If we are not citizens ‘for Fauquier 
County,’” he wrote, “then who are we for?”

Although the push of development 
was overwhelming in some instances, 
CFFC scored some important victories. 
At the culmination of the US 29/RT 605 
debate, then Secretary of Transportation 
Robert E. Martinez mitigated some of 
CFFC’s concerns by shortening highway 
lanes, protecting as many old-growth 
trees as possible, and fighting an ugly 
sound barrier at all costs. 

Not many years later, State Route 
28 from Remington to Manassas was 
chosen for widening, to replicate in 

Fauquier the road’s 6-lane design in 
Loudoun and Fairfax Counties. 

At stake in the clash over SR 28 were 
the preservation of southern Fauquier 
County’s agricultural character, as well as 
historic spots like Supreme Court Justice 
John Marshall’s birthplace and the site 
of Mosby’s raid on Catlett Station. 

CFFC encouraged residents to protest 
the project, and today, SR 28 is still a 
peaceful, two-lane country road. 

During the early part of this century, 
CFFC hosted transportation forums which 
were, in Hope Porter’s estimation, one of 
the group’s most successful initiatives. These 
forums, often filled to capacity, encouraged 
residents to be actively involved in stopping 
the ever-increasing efforts to pave over 
Fauquier County. 

Most recently, CFFC had its 
hands full defending the western 
neighborhoods of Warrenton from the 
Timber Fence Parkway, a proposed 
bypass that would connect US 17 with 
State Route 211. The connector had 
been considered multiple times in the 
past but in 2011, the Fauquier County 

Board of Supervisors was weighing it 
once more. 

At an emotionally-charged public 
hearing, residents of the area most 
affected by the connector worried about 
their safety, and the additional threats 
of development and sprawl that new 
roads bring. 

Les Cheek, once again leading the 
charge, spoke at the meeting to offer 
the BOS alternatives that CFFC 
had carefully assembled. These ideas 
considered Warrenton residents’ needs, 
not those of people zooming through 
town. If growth was inevitable, Cheek and 
CFFC reasoned, then it should be careful, 
considerate, and Fauquier-centered.  

In the end, Timber Fence Parkway was 
voted down, hopefully for good. 

Over many years and amidst many 
battles, CFFC has defended our 
country lanes, our neighborhood 
drives, our downtown avenues, and our 
undeveloped landscape. It’s been a long 
road, so to speak.   

“More pavement for more vehicles will not solve congestion.”
– Kay Hayes
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It was an unusually balmy January 
1997 morning when the Bugle 
landed on doorsteps—the mercury 

hovered near a record 70 degrees. The 
temperature wasn’t the only thing 
running high; political tension in the 
county had also reached a boiling point. 

An unprecedented number of 
development threats were on the horizon, 
and the CFFC Board of Directors knew 
it needed an unprecedented way of 
getting the community involved. Decades 
of outreach had prepared the Board 
for this.   

Communications tactics have been 
as plentiful as CFFC’s causes. Our 
archives are overflowing with a panoply 
of colorful flyers, forum invitations, and 
countless newspaper editorials. Each one 
of them represents hours of volunteer 
time spent meticulously researching and 
carefully writing materials to educate 
and engage the public. 

In early 1997, CFFC was fighting bad 
development deals on all sides. A pricey 
proposed jail, a 17-mile sewage pipeline 
threatening the Rappahannock River, 
and a new Walmart were all on the 

Board of Supervisors’ docket. With so 
much at stake — and so much to say — 
the CFFC Board found itself feverishly 
writing letters and printing flyers. But 
there were only so many editorials the 
Fauquier Times-Democrat or Fauquier 
Citizen would publish. 

So, CFFC decided to print our own 
paper. Naturally.

We called it the Bugle. And not before 
or since has a free publication caused 
such a fuss in Fauquier County. 

With a biting wit and singular 
tenacity, former NASA publicist 

“Romantic Getaway: Prisons R US. 
Unique Accommodations in Olde 
Town. Reasonable rates, full room and 
board due to taxpayer subsidy.”

“Wanted: Polygraph machine to 
use when Fauquier’s zoning lawyers 
come to Richmond. Contact: 
Virginia General Assembly.”

“Just when hyper-growth junkies were becoming despondent about having no 
venue for fostering delusions of unlimited future development, Fauquier Forward 
has come to their rescue.”
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Julian Scheer took on the majority of 
the work it took to put together the 
Bugle. Other CFFC members and 
some citizens pitched in with articles 
and op-eds. The advertisements and 
classifieds were satirical (“For Sale: 
Fauquier County, Virginia”).

The first Bugle appeared on doorsteps 
(about 21,500 of them) and businesses 
(an additional 2,000 copies) on that 
warm January morning in 1997. A 
cartoon appeared above the fold: three 
BOS members as puppets with their 
developer puppet master looming 
behind them, tightly gripping the 
strings. The headline read “Our Puppet 
Government.” The following four pages 
detailed, in a similarly frank tone, the 
current threats to the land and livelihood 
of Fauquier County. 

Response came fast and furious.  
CFFC supporters, and those who felt 

strongly about protecting the quality of 
life in the county, loved it. 

CFFC detractors—well, CFFC 
detractors weren’t pleased. 

Both the Times-Democrat and the 
Citizen published responses to the Bugle. 
The Democrat took umbrage with the 
look-alike nature of the CFFC effort, 
and the Citizen published quotes from 
an offended BOS. 

Hurt feelings aside, the Bugle had a 
real impact. Four days later, more than 
600 people showed up at the county 
forum addressing the development 
issues, where they had an open floor to 
express their opinions to the BOS. 

An issue of the Bugle also turned up at 
a subcommittee meeting of the Virginia 

General Assembly concerning the 
sewage pipeline and transfer from the 
Occoquan Basin into the Rappahannock 
River in Fauquier County. 

In all, nine editions of the Bugle 
were printed, the last to announce the 
defeat of the Auburn Dam in 2001. 
Understanding the paper’s potential to 
create collectivity, CFFC had used it 
sparingly and strategically, during times 
of crisis, to rally the troops. 

Today, citizens may read our 
newsletter, the Monitor. It’s somewhat 
more polite in tone, but still lives up to 
the Bugle’s tagline: “All the news that 
causes a fit.”   

“For Sale: 
Fauquier County.”

“Frank Ott airlines announces daily flights from New Baltimore with stops 
at Catlett, Calverton and Midland to pick up passengers who want to use the 
bathroom in Remington.”

One supervisor, when 
confronted with a 
front-page story in 
the Washington Post, 
announced that he did 
not read the Post. (We 
suspect he can read and 
we sincerely hopes he 
enjoys the Bugle.)”
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A Tribute to Julian Scheer

O P E N  S P A C E

From Outer Space to
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Throughout this magazine, you will find frequent 
mention of Julian Scheer. Scheer’s remarkable and 
tenacious mind set the tone and tenor of many of 

CFFC’s efforts, most notably The Bugle.  Scheer’s conservation 
activism proved to be a family affair, with his wife Sue and 
daughter Hilary also dedicating countless hours over the past 
several decades towards preserving Fauquier County’s rural 
beauty and lifestyle.  

Born in Richmond, a graduate of UNC Chapel Hill, and 
a WWII veteran, Julian Scheer spent his early career as a 
columnist for the Charlotte News. While covering the 1960 
presidential campaign of John Kennedy, Scheer met and 
befriended Robert F. “Bobby” Kennedy. When John Kennedy 
became president, he asked Scheer to work for NASA, to 
create and implement a strategy for the organization’s public 
relations plan. 

As it turned out, Scheer stayed nine years as NASA’s 
Assistant Administrator in charge of Public Affairs, responsible 
for interpreting the Space Program to the public during 
the Mercury, Gemini and Apollo programs.  As a former 
newspaper man, Scheer knew how to collaborate with the 
press to make the space missions compelling to the average 
American. He was a stickler for transparency, bringing the 
space program to the public by putting cameras on spacecraft; 

sending programs to schools throughout the country; and 
creating a large facility at Cape Canaveral for the public to 
view the launches.  Scheer invited the top artists of the country 
to interpret the programs.  He sent astronauts as ambassadors 
throughout the world.  

Neil Armstrong, once said of Scheer, “He had a wonderful 
sense of humor; he laughed more than he growled.” 

Scheer’s humor landed on Fauquier County doorsteps in 
the form of the Bugle in early 1997. It caused quite the stir. 
While reactions were mixed, everyone seemed to be talking 
about it. And a few days later, more than 600 people—an 
unprecedented crowd—attended a public forum to express 
their opinions about development deals on the docket in 
Fauquier County. 

When Disney announced plans to build a 400-acre theme 
park, Scheer and others launched Protect Historic America 
that played a critical role in saving rural Virginia from the 
entertainment conglomerate. 

More than a series of successful PR campaigns, Scheer’s 
life was a testament to curiosity and conservation. He is an 
indelible part of American history and CFFC’s legacy.   

50 YEARS

“He had a wonderful sense 
of humor; he laughed more 
than he growled.” 

– Neil Armstrong
FIRST MAN ON THE MOON
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Kay Hayes still remembers signing  
the letter. 

“I said, ‘We’re going to get sued,’ 
and then I signed it anyway. I had to,” 
she recalls. “We had to.”

The next day, the Fauquier Citizen 
published her letter, kicking off a battle that 
would last two years and cost hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in legal fees. 

At the heart of Hayes’ letter was 
an allegation that the county had 
fraudulently and secretly entered into a 
sweetheart deal with a local developer, 
Stefano Parlagreco (SPR), one that 
would cost taxpayers millions of dollars. 
The building in question was a four-
story property on Hospital Hill slated 

to become the county’s new social 
services department. 

A month after County Administrator 
Steve Crosby had negotiated the deal 
with SPR, he joined its ranks, raising 
red flags that a conflict of interest was 
afoot. That Crosby executed the deal — 
the largest financial commitment in the 
county’s history — without consulting 
Fauquier County’s Director of Finance, 
gaining official approval from the 
Fauquier County Board of Supervisors 
(BOS), or soliciting a single competing 
bid, caused further consternation. 

When it was presented with this 
information, CFFC wrote its letter 
to the paper exposing all the sordid 

details, and President Kay Hayes signed 
it, knowing full well the organization 
would likely face a legal backlash. 

After the letter was published, the 
CFFC Board of Directors and a few 
dogged journalists pursued the claims. 
What followed was a vicious back-
and-forth between the developer, the 
ex-county administrator, the county, 
and even the Warrenton Rescue Squad, 
which owned the land on Hospital Hill. 

Soon citizens knew what CFFC 
had suspected: the county was on the 
hook for 25 million dollars to pay 
for a property assessed at less than 3 
million. When the county appeared to 
be backing away from the deal, SPR 

CFFC Exposes 
DEVELOPERS'
Sweetheart Deal
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sued it, the BOS, and CFFC, alleging 
defamation and conspiracy. Hayes had 
been right. 

“Luckily, we had the lawyers and we 
had people who supported us,” Hayes 
recounts. 

It wasn’t long before the frivolous suit 
was dismissed, but not before garnering 
attention from legal scholars and 
attorneys across the country. SPR’s suit 
had clearly been intended as a SLAPP 
suit, or a strategic lawsuit against public 
participation. These suits had become 
popular in the 1980’s as a way to silence 
opposition voices in land disputes. In a 
SLAPP suit, the plaintiff never expects 

to win, at least not in a traditional sense. 
The goal is to intimidate the defendant 
with legal threats and fees until they give 
up or run out of money. 

CFFC would not be intimidated. 
Instead, the organization 

countersued, hoping to send a 
powerful message to SPR and any 
other developers who thought to use 
a SLAPP suit to bully their way into 
business: not in Fauquier County. 

Two years later, SPR filed for 
bankruptcy. 

Hope Porter cites the SPR countersuit 
as one of her proudest moments with 
CFFC. 

“It had a tremendous effect on the 
national dialogue about SLAPP suits. To 
my mind they no longer pose a threat,” 
she says. 

Hayes is also proud of defending first 
amendment rights and recalls the ordeal 
as harrowing but necessary. 

At stake in the SPR case was 
government transparency and residents’ 
right to have a say in the future of 
Fauquier County. 

It’s what CFFC fought for then and 
what it’s still fighting for today.   

“ We’re going to get sued, and then I 
signed it anyway. I had to. We had to.”

– Kay Hayes
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The Long Fight to Keep the Judiciary Center in Warrenton

Built in 1890, the Old Courthouse 
in downtown Warrenton is the 
gateway to and crown jewel of the 

historic district. A courthouse has stood 
at the site since 1790, when Richard 
Henry Lee — the man who first called 
for the colonies’ independence from 
Britain — chose it as one of the highest 
points in town. 

Modeled after the Parthenon, the 
Old Courthouse transfixes visitors with 
its stately columns, ornate windows, 
and sunny stucco exterior. A fixture so 
indelible, the courthouse is essentially 
synonymous with the town itself. For 

more than a century, its hourly bell has 
punctuated daily life in Warrenton. 

When residents see their Old 
Courthouse, they see a symbol of their 
home. When developers look at it, they 
see an opportunity. 

As Fauquier County grew throughout 
the 80s and early 90s, officials were 
increasingly wooed by developers looking 
to cash in on the county’s need for roomier, 
more modern facilities. Though a newer 
courthouse was built a block away in the 
1974, judiciary business — including 
efficiently housing and trying prisoners — 
was hamstrung by both aging facilities. 

Between 1989 and 1993, the 
Board of Supervisors (BOS) 
commissioned four different studies 
to determine the best way forward 
for county operations. When County 
Administrator Steve Crosby hired 
the Richmond consulting firm of 
Hening, Vest, and Covey, closed-
doors meetings between the developer 
and the county produced a troubling 
solution: relocate the county seat. 

CFFC was one of the most vocal 
opponents to the proposed move.  
“We fought for the town of 
Warrenton,” says Feroline Higginson. 

JAIL HOUSE

CROCK



50 YEARS

But CFFC was also fighting the 
subtle corruption at the heart of the 
development debate. 

“The bottom line has always been for 
the jail to be a money-maker for the 
private entity that builds and owns it,” 
says Higginson. 

Indeed, controversy swirled when 
it was revealed that Hening, Vest, 
and Covey had been given a two-part 
contract, including the study and project 
management of the chosen design. Some 
members of the BOS claimed they were 
under the impression they had only 
signed off on a study. 

“Warrenton frets over possible county 
move,” the Fauquier Democrat announced 
in late 1989. A compromise had been 
reached to leave some buildings in 
Warrenton and to build new ones 
outside of town, too. A week later, any 
ideas to move county operations outside 
of Warrenton were quashed by  
a 3/2 vote. 

But that wasn’t the end of the battle.
Still seeking some way to ease the 

administrative burden caused by 
aging county infrastructure, the BOS 
pushed forward on a proposal for a 
14 million-dollar jail in the center of 
historic downtown Warrenton. The 
new jail would house 280 prisoners and 
compromise the character and charm of 
the county seat. 

CFFC once again sounded the alarm. 
The price tag — and ostentatious 

design — were not right for downtown 
Warrenton or Fauquier taxpayers. Using 
The Bugle as a rallying call, CFFC 
was able to fill a town hall meeting 
to capacity, for residents to speak out 
against the new jail. 

Bowing to the pressure, the Warrenton 
architectural review board killed the 
proposal in a 4/3 vote. 

CFFC began advising the BOS to 
enter into a partnership with the regional 
jail to handle the town’s needs at a  
lower cost. 

At the end of 1998, the BOS did  
just that.    
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Her start in local politics may have earned her some 
friendly teasing, but it is Hope Porter who has had the  
last laugh. 

It’s been 50 years since the now-infamous saga of North Wales 
drew Porter into preservation activism, a move she says was kind 
of an accident.

“I’m very shy, not a born organizer. But the sheer terror of 
losing this place compelled me.”

Porter grew up in Fauquier County, and eagerly reminisces 
about riding horses all over its countryside during her 
childhood. When the massive development at North Wales 
— one that would bring 31,000 new residents to the county 
— was proposed on top of the land she loved so much, Porter 
could not stay silent. 

For nearly 30 years, she fought to defend the 4,200 acres at 
North Wales (claiming victory in the end), and, in the meantime, 
formed the Mid Fauquier Association to protect other 
threatened land around the county. 

“We were guinea pigs, no one knew what they were doing,” 
Porter says of the organization’s early days. Despite their alleged 
ignorance, Mid Fauquier grew to be an influential entity in the 
county, eventually renaming itself Citizens for Fauquier County 
to reflect their concern for every acre in Fauquier. Throughout 
the years Porter has led the charge on everything from 
government transparency (it was Porter who began taping board 
of supervisor meetings) to equine industry recognition. 

Named Citizen of the Decade in the 90s by the Fauquier 
Times-Democrat, Porter is one of the most influential people 
in the county, yet has never held public office. That Fauquier 
County is dominated by agriculture and is still a sought-after 
destination for traffic-weary travelers is very much a credit to 
Porter’s legacy. 

Not that this nonagenarian is going anywhere. 
“We’ve got a tiger by the tail here,” she says.  

“There’s always more.”    

Hope 
Springs 
Eternal

“They called me the Senator,” 
Hope Porter recalls. “It was  
a joke.”

Half a Century of 
Accidental Activism
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The fight for Fauquier's agricultural heritage and clean air, fresh water and dark 
nighttime skies, changes shape over time but never ends. With even a little opening, 
eager developers would create another Gainesville in Warrenton, a Reston in Marshall 
and a Haymarket in the Plains. More traffic, more schools, more crime, higher taxes. 

PLEASE JOIN US. 

Citizens for Fauquier County, a 501(c)(3) tax-deductible organization, needs your support to address the 
constant challenges from developers who cheerfully would sell out Fauquier’s history to make a profit. Please 
visit citizensforfauquier.org and join today. 
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